
 

 

We cannot believe the first month of school has already come and gone! 
September was filled with many excited faces of staff and students returning 
from summer break. We have been spending time getting to know your children 
and building relationships with them. We celebrated Homecoming with a Spirit 
Week showcasing silly outfits and school colors! We also had the opportunity to 
meet many of you at our Open House Night.  

To help us create a fun and supportive environment for your children,  
our character education programs have started.  Our counselors will be visiting 
your child’s classroom and presenting lessons on bullying, character develop-
ment and Erin’s Law. Additionally, the “Start with Hello” initiative took place in 
September which empowers our students with the skills to create a culture of 
inclusiveness and connectedness.  

 October will bring an assembly on Fire Safety and a visit from “The 
Dirtmeister”.  Our fifth graders will be heading to the Bronx Zoo! For more of 
our upcoming events, our website contains an abundance of information that you 
may find helpful.  Be sure to check under the LADSBS Announcements and 
News sections for upcoming events, presentations and schedules.   

 As we move deeper into the school year, please remember the faculty, 
staff and administration are always available to help.  Because the relationships 
between families and the school are vital to the success of our students, we en-
courage you to become involved in every way possible. Everyone is excited for 
the upcoming school year and working with you to support your child’s academ-
ic, social, and emotional growth. Our hope is that LADSBS continues to be an 
environment where students feel safe and supported.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”- Helen Keller 

 

Mr. Zito & Ms. Farley would like to share... 

LADSBS News... 
M I L L E R  P L A C E  U . F . S . D .  October 2022 

Important Dates: 
 
5      Yom Kippur 
        Schools Closed 
 

10  Columbus Day                
Schools Closed 
 

19  Bronx Zoo Field Trip 
 Grade 5 
 

20 PTO Halloween on 
the Farm 
 

21 Fire Safety Program 
LADSBS 
 

26 Board of Ed Mtg  
8:00 p.m., MPHS 
 

28  Safe Halloween 
   MPHS 
   4:00-7:00 pm 
 

31  The “Dirtmeister” 
  Science Assembly 
       Grades 3, 4, & 5 
 
 

EVERY STUDENT MATTERS. . .EVERY MOMENT COUNTS 



 

 

 Third grade is off to a great start!  Our newest members 
of our school were welcomed by all!  As third graders, they are 
busy being introduced to new staff members, friends and rou-
tines.  They are quickly becoming acclimated to their new learn-
ing environment.   
 We started our brand new reading program HMH Into 
Reading.  In Module One, we are busy helping to build our stu-
dents’ knowledge about story characters and what makes them 
unique. We are working on point of view, making and confirm-
ing predictions, literary elements and the theme of a story.  
 Our third grade students, along with our entire school are now attending a health class. We will all 
benefit from the important lessons to come to help keep us safe and healthy! Our mathematicians are work-
ing on learning strategies to find the answers in multiplication and division.  Our students are creating ar-
rays and equal groups to demonstrate math problems along with creating number bonds.  We spend time 
daily in our classrooms going over the expectations of our school.  We have impressed upon our students 
the importance of displaying RESPECT to others and themselves.    

  
Here’s to the 2022-2023 school year! 

Third Grade Thoughts... 
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      The fifth grade teachers and students are all very excited to be back in school! Every-
one has been busy establishing routines, procedures and expectations after being out of 
the school building for summer break.  We love getting to know all of our students and 
hear about their summer and backgrounds!  As a fifth grade team, we are dedicated to cre-
ating a classroom environment where all students can thrive academically, socially and 
emotionally. 
     Academically, we have been delving right into the curriculum!  We have started to im-
plement our new reading program called HMH Into Reading and have been working hard 
this past month with place value in our Module 1 math curriculum.  Our fifth grade stu-

dents love learning about matter through our science kit called Toys Matter, and we have also been traveling 
back to ancient times to learn about the first people in the western hemisphere in Social Studies. 

It was so nice to see everyone in-person this year for our Open House.  We love to have face-to-face 
communication with our parents, and we appreciate everyone taking the time out of their busy schedules to 
allow us to introduce ourselves and our classrooms with you. 

All students are up and running with their google classroom log-ins and 
are acclimating well to using their laptops.  It was nice to be able to jump right 
back into where we left off in June with integrating technology into our class-
room. 

We also started off September with Spirit Week! It was so fun to see  
everyone participate on a Monday with Pajama Day, and we also loved our 
School Spirit Wear Friday. Also, we celebrated “Start With Hello” week in mid-
September.  This is a week where kids learn how to make new friends and partic-
ipate in community building activities. The students are very excited to head to 
the Bronx Zoo in October; it is nice to be able to incorporate field trips back into 
our school year!  We are looking forward to a wonderful fifth grade year! 

Fifth Grade Flash... 

Trustworthiness... 
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Respect... 

Fourth Grade Focus... 
 Fourth graders are excited to be back in school, and everyone is looking forward to an outstanding 
year together!  The first few weeks of school were a great success, full of establishing new routines and re-
viewing safety measures, and it was an absolute pleasure welcoming such amazing students into our class-
rooms.  Open House Night was also a big hit, and it was great meeting such delightful parents and family 
members! 

  
      Grade four teachers have begun working on the foundation for our reading 
and writing workshops, and we’re excited to start implementing our new, com-
prehensive Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Into Reading program for ELA!  So far, 
our students have enjoyed reading a chapter book, responding to literature and 
listening to a number of wonderful read-alouds which will also enhance their 
listening skills. 
 
     Many fourth grade classes have also begun working on place value in Math, 
and problem solving is a strategy that will be emphasized throughout the year. 

Students will always be reminded to show their work and label their answers!  The students should also be 
encouraged to practice their math facts on a nightly basis as part of their homework routine.  In Social Stud-
ies, map skills begin the curriculum, and the study of New York State will be the central theme for fourth 
grade.  Health and Science topics at the beginning of the year include maintaining proper hygiene and stay-
ing healthy and learning about waves through hands-on activities and experiments. 
 Parents can help their fourth graders by signing organizers and planners, looking over homework 
assignments, encouraging students to read each night and helping them remember to pack all of their be-
longings needed for each school day.  Students know they are responsible for remembering to bring their 
instruments on the day of their music lessons and are held accountable for any work they miss while they 
are out of the classroom. 
 Grade four teachers and students have had a wonderful start to the school year, and we are looking 
forward to many more exciting learning adventures! 

Library Media Center... 

 New school year, new books! Classes are coming to the library once a week for book exchange and 
library instruction. We have kicked off the year learning how the library works, exploring genres and finding 
books to check-out! We will wrap up our library orientation unit with a rousing round of Library Jeopardy. 
Looking ahead, throughout the month of October, students will learn about Digital Citizenship and how to 
safely and responsibly use their devices. We are looking forward to a fun-filled, enriching year ahead in the 
library!  
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Responsibility... 

Character Clips... 
 This year, for the 6th year in a row, the LADSBS students and staff celebrated “Start With Hello” 
week, an initiative created by the Sandy Hook Promise Foundation.  The goal of “Start With Hello” is for eve-
ryone to understand that they have an important role in making our school community a friendlier place 
by following three simple steps: 

 

  

 This wonderful program reminds all of us how powerful a simple hello and smile can be.  Celebrated 
during the week of September 19th– September 23rd, we invited students, staff and teachers to do different 
things each day to promote a positive school climate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Each day of the week focused on a different activity which promoted empathy, kindness and inclusivi-
ty.  Monday the 19th was “Hey Day”, where everyone wore name badges so when they said hello they would 
also know their name.  It was fun to see our students proudly wearing their name tags and making new friends 
just by reaching out to someone to say “Hi”.   

 On Tuesday the 20th, we celebrated “You Day” and invited students to wear or bring in something that 
makes them feel special, happy and proud.   On “#walkinmyshoeswednesday” students designed their own 
sneaker on a coloring sheet that has been displayed throughout the building.  Thursday’s event, “Thank You 
Thursday” encouraged students to write inspiring messages of gratitude.  Finally, on Friday, we ended the 
week with “Pajama Day” to celebrate the fact that LADSBS is a family and that we should all look out for 
each other every day.   All you have to do is “Start With Hello”! 

1. See Someone Alone 2. Reach Out and Help 3. Start with Hello    



 

 

LADSBS News... 

Page 5 

Fairness... 

     Great news!  All students have been given a username and password for a FABULOUS com-
puter program called Reflex,  Here is some information from their site...  
    Overview 
 Reflex is an adaptive online system that helps students to become fluent with their math 

facts. Students who struggle to answer basic problems like 15 – 6 and 8 × 7 will be able to answer these facts 
quickly and effortlessly.  
           Math fact fluency  
 The goal of Reflex is fact fluency. By “fluency” we mean that a student is able to retrieve the correct 
answers to facts from memory almost instantly. A student who needs to stop and think about the answer to a 
math fact isn’t fluent with that fact, even if he/she eventually arrives at the correct answer.  
 Is it important that students are able to answer facts this quickly? According to the research, yes! Mul-
tiple studies have shown that students who can automatically recall math facts are more capable problem solv-
ers, learn new math skills more quickly and are more likely to succeed in their future mathematics courses. 
The NCTM, National Math Advisory Panel, and other major educational organizations highlight math fact 
fluency as a central pillar of every student’s mathematics education. 

 Please log in @  https://www.reflexmath.com/.  Mr. Crabby can’t wait to meet all of you!! 

Marvelous Math ... 

Physical Education Fun ... 
 We are thrilled to begin another fun and exciting year at LADSBS and are looking forward to intro-
ducing plenty of new physical activities.  During the month of September, students have been developing 
their soccer skills, and for the month of October we will be moving into a our outdoor running/track unit.  
 We have been spending most of our class time outside and taking advantage of the wonderful warm 
weather!  As the air becomes cooler and crisper, we will continue to be outdoors (weather permitting), so 
please be sure to dress accordingly.   Keep up the good work and stay active! 

Art-I-Facts... 
 Welcome back to the LADSBS Art Studio! We are so excited to be back from a restful summer! We 
are all looking forward to a wonderful year of creativity, color and imagination with Mrs. Famiglietti, Mrs. 
Miranda and Ms. DiGeloromo!   

 To start off the year, third, fourth and fifth graders created a quilt inspired by Corinne Sovey. Each 
student designed a square using different materials and textures to make their square unique. The final collab-
oration portrays that individually we are unique and colorful, but together we are a masterpiece! Our next 
project for third grade focuses on the complementary colors and the artist Keith Haring; fourth grade will fo-
cus on parts of a landscape and learn about the artist, Heather Galler; fifth graders will learn about the analo-
gous colors and create a painting of geode rocks with a patterned background. Let’s have a colorful year! 
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Caring... 

Nurse’s Note... 
    Abrasions, Cuts or Puncture Wounds 
 
 Occasionally, your child may need to visit the health office if he/she receives an abrasion or cut dur-
ing the school day.  The wound will be washed with soap and water and covered with a bandage.  As long 
as your child says they feel all right, they will return to class with instructions to show you the wound when 
they get home.   Openings in the skin such as abrasions (scrapes) or cuts need to be kept clean, dry and cov-
ered until the skin is healed to keep the wound from becoming infected. Remind your child to wash their 
hands before or after touching the wound. The band aid or gauze should be changed every day and more 
often if it becomes wet or dirty. It is normal for the wound to drain clear, yellow or pink liquid in the begin-
ning and to be sore when touched.  
 

When changing the bandage, it is important to look at the wound every day for signs of infection such as:  
 

· Increasing redness of the skin around the wound  
·  Swelling of the area  
· Liquid coming from the wound that is making the bandage very wet, is thick, turns   

green or dark yellow and/or smells bad  
·  Pain at the wound or in the part of the body where the wound is located  
·  Skin is very warm around the wound  

 
If you see any of the above signs, or your child has a fever, call your doctor or health 

care provider!  
 

A wound infection may not always start right away, and some infections may be from germs (bacteria) that 
can cause very serious illness. It is VERY important to call your doctor or health care provider right away 
if you see any of the following in your child:  
 

· Fever (temperature at or over 101° on the thermometer) and/or chills  
· Pain, swelling, redness and warmth where the injury occurred which gets bad very  

quickly  
· Liquid coming from the wound that is making the bandage very wet, is thick, turns 

green, or dark yellow and/or smells bad.  
· Complains of stomach pain, decreased appetite, nausea or vomiting  
· Dizziness, light headed and/or headache  
· Confusion and/or weakness or sleeping a lot  
· Rash anywhere on body  

 
If you have any questions, please contact our Health Office at (631) 474-2721. 

PTO News... 
 Have you joined the Miller Place PTO?  Please don’t miss out on the great opportunity to be part of a 
group that does so much for the Miller Place students.  The MPPTO donates thousands of dollars every year 
to LADSBS to support assemblies, projects, clubs and more!  The annual MPPTO membership drive is now 
underway.  2022-23 membership applications are available on the MPPTO website. 
 Get ready for some farm fun this month by registering to attend “Halloween on the Farm”!  You can 
find all of their announcements and more by heading over to their website...don’t forget to check out all of the 
Miller Place Strong spirit-wear too!   
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Citizenship... 

Music Musings... 
 General Music  Students have been having a blast in General Music while learning their “Hello 
Songs,” chanting rhythms in duple meter and playing instruments like the bongos, rhythm sticks and xylo-
phones. We’ve also been moving to folk songs and improvising!  

 Orchestra  We are so excited that Orchestra has finally started! Fifth Grade Orchestra meets in the 
morning on Mondays and Wednesdays and has their biweekly lesson. Fourth Grade Orchestra lessons start-
ed as well - students were so happy to finally receive their instruments! 

 Chorus  We’re so happy that Chorus has started this past Friday! We are already singing Holiday 
songs to prepare us for our December concert. If there are any other fifth graders who would like to join, 
please let Ms. Most know! 

 Band We are so excited to be back for another amazing year of music making. Our Fourth Grade 
Band students are so excited to have their instruments. We are working on putting together our instruments, 
getting our first sounds and even learning a song or two! We cannot wait to start spreading music and shar-
ing with our friends and families. The Fifth Grade Band is off to an amazing start! This is the first time 
since our recital that we get to see the band in full action, and we are so excited. We will begin practicing 
some familiar tunes for our first concert - see if you can recognize them as we practice at home!   

School Spirit... 
 Welcome back LADSBS Family!  We’ve had an amazing start to the school year.  Our hallways are 
once again filled with the excitement of new classrooms, teachers, friends and plenty of smiling faces!   Our 
students and staff really enjoyed participating in all of the Spirit Week activities.  

Way to show your Miller Place pride!   



 

 

 

Central Office Administration 

Seth A. Lipshie, Superintendent of Schools 
Susan G. Craddock, Assistant Superintendent 

Sandra  A. Wojnowski, Executive Director for Educational Services 
Colleen V. Card, School Business Official 

Christopher J. Herrschaft, Director of Human Resources 
Ron Petrie, Administrator for Physical Education, Health,  

Athletics and Intramurals 
Kurt Roth, Administrator for Instruction and Data Reporting 

Barbara A. Weir, Director of Technology 
Dennis Warsaw, Director of Facilities 

Jeremy Koch, Administrator for Pupil Personnel Services 
Donald Pearce, District Treasurer  
     Patricia Morbillo, District Clerk 

· Please put your child’s first name, last name and teacher’s name on all bus 
notes and continue to keep your child’s bus tag attached to their backpacks. 

· Be sure to have photo identification with you when picking up your child from 
school.  Be mindful that children being picked up from 2:30 on will be dis-
missed from the cafeteria. Parking is on the AMPS upper playground. 

· Call the attendance office directly (474-2721) if your child is not feeling well 
and unable to attend school.   

· Please continue to send your child in with a water bottle and healthy snack each 
day.   

· Please contact your child’s teacher with any question or concerns!   
Communication is paramount to our combined success! 

The sum of us is greater 
than all our parts.” 

Maya Angelou 

Helpful Hints... 

Fire Safety Month. . . 

EVERY STUDENT MATTERS. . .EVERY MOMENT COUNTS 

Board of Education 

Lisa Reitan, President 
Bryan Makarius, Vice President 
Keith Frank, Trustee 
Andrea Spaniolas, Trustee 
Johanna Testa, Trustee 

 October is Fire Safety Month! Remember to 
review your family’s exit plan in the event of a fire at 
home. 

 THANK YOU to the Sound Beach & Miller 
Place Fire Departments for all they do to protect our 
community! 


